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 Course Aim

The purpose of this course is to help the participant develop skills and knowledge to effectively operate 
communications systems and equipment in their local lifesaving environment. The award is designed for 
members who are either working towards obtaining their Certificate II in Public Safety (Aquatic Rescue) or 
members who wish to contribute to radio operations in their local clubs without completing the full qualification.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS

• Candidates must be at least 13 years of age on the date of final assessment.

You will also need an everyday standard of language, literacy and numeracy skills to be able to:

• follow written, verbal and visual instructions

• read and interpret a range of signs and symbols

• read and interpret written information 

• make basic mathematical calculations to carry out everyday activities

• keep accurate written records.

WHAT YOU WILL LEARN

By the end of this course, you should be able to:

• identify the different radios used in their volunteering activities

• perform a radio check using correct radio communication procedures

• know the difference between simplex and duplex channels and be able to select the correct channel for 
communicating with patrol team members and SurfCom

• use the procedural words (prowords) in the appropriate context

• be able to operate a radio and communicate messages effectively using call signs, prowords and the 4 Ps

• know what to do if there are interruptions to radio communications or if a radio is dropped into water

• be able to reset and restore the radio for the next patrol.

CERTIFICATION

Upon successful completion of this course, you will be awarded the SLSA Radio Operators Certificate.

You will also receive the following nationally recognised units of competency:

• PUAOPE013 Operate communications systems and equipment
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CURRENCY AND RECOGNITION OF PRIOR LEARNING

SLS members who believe they already possess some or all of the skills and knowledge of this award may wish  
to apply for recognition of prior learning (RPL) or credit transfer. They should consult their SLS club’s chief  
training officer or SLS state centre for more information.

For the SLSA Radio Operators Certificate to remain current, you must participate in an annual skills maintenance 
session and be assessed as proficient prior to 31 December each year. The annual skills maintenance  
session must meet the minimum requirements set by SLSA as well as be completed in accordance with state/
territory-based requirements and standard operating procedures.
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